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Call for Applications opened until the 19th December 2021.
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Open Call, Wide Space is an artist-in-residence program for

performing artists from Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway

(dance, theatre, performance, clown and others) to join

MALACATE, a new-born festival at Mina de S. Domingos, Mértola,

Portugal that aims to bring a new meaning to this abandoned

mining site and for its inhabitants.

What is MALACATE?

The word “Malacate” means a structure that was used for decades to

pump water from the wells to the surface, al lowing the creation of

deep galleries, feeding the sulfur processing and watering a l ine of

vegetable gardens that fol lowed the watercourse. Malacate is

essentia l ly a type of structure used in other complexes to l i ft miners,

objects, goods, therefore acting as a transduction mechanism,

transforming one type of energy into another. It is an object of

connection between the mine and the outside, between the hidden

and the revealed, that th is project - MALACATE - also wants to use

as a symbol for the connection between the past and the

contemporary, and between real i ty and fiction. MALACATE is the

seal for a continuation of contemporary artistic mediation and

creation activ i t ies which, based on local imagery, reflect on the place

and uses the encounter between artists and the local community,

proposing the creation of new perspectives for the future.
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Why to have an Artist-in-Residence program?

MALACATE is a project focused on local issues and relating closely

with the community that l ives on site and around it. A l l the projects

are required to relate (somehow) with the place and/or the

inhabitants, but although the focus is local, d ifferent approaches and

points-of-view are essentia l to create new space interpretations and

orig inal th inking. We’re looking for artists interested in exchanging

experience and thoughts with the local community, and also wil l ing to

expand their own ongoing art-work and conceptual barriers.

Why is it exclusively for artists from Iceland, Liechtenstein and

Norway?

MALACATE is one of the selected projects by the EEA Grants in

Portugal, and is therefore funded by these three countries to

contribute to a more equal Europe, both social ly and economical ly

and to strengthen the relations between them and the Benefic iary

States. Although it was not a requirement to work exclusively with

artists from these countries, we intend to use this opportunity to

relate deeply with our donor countries artistic scene.

What do we offer?

We offer a 1 month paid residency at Mina de S. Domingos, with a

working space of 10 by 20 meters exclusively dedicated to your

group. The site is in one of the most remote regions in Portugal, but

due to its past, th is pecul iar vi l lage has all the basic needs. The

space wil l be empty as you arrive, but we wil l try to answer your

needs with the technical r ider avai lable. And because we think that

artistic residencies are essentia l for an artist 's work, and that the

work should be paid, we have a 1.000 € (one thousand euros) fee for

each artistic team member, for th is one month residency.
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How the selected artists will be supported?

Each member of the selected artistic team wil l receive a fee of

1.000€ and a daily amount for per diems in addition to the fee based

on the duration of the residency. The value includes al l the taxes

applicable and wil l be paid upon the presentation of one invoice.

Selected proposals wil l a lso be supported with accommodation for

your stay as well as the reimbursement of travel expenses, based on

the presentation of expenses receipts.

How many artists can be part of the artistic team?

As the resources are l imited, the maximum number of 4 persons wil l

be al lowed for the artistic teams in residency.

What do we request from the artist?

We wish the artist work in close relation with the place and the

vi l lagers so they can feel the impact of the artistic work on them and

also the influence of their l ives, history and dreams on the artist 's

work. Artists-in-residence wil l be asked to present some result in the

shape of a small performance (work in progress), or a similar activ i ty

that resulted from the residency. You may be asked to partic ipate in

other MALACATE small activ i t ies during your stay.

How many artists will be selected?

The MALACATE artistic direction wil l select 2 proposals from this

open cal l . Each selected proposal wil l be invited to work in residency

at Mina de São Domingos during one month.
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Which criteria's will be considered for the selection?

Based on what you know about MALACATE, we ask you to write us a

brief text answering the question “Why is it re levant for you to do a

residency at Mina de S. Domingos?”, exploring what do you think wil l

be the impact both on your work and on site.

When will the residencies take place?

There are 2 blocks for residency defined in the project schedule.

Each application should inform about the preferred date, as the

selection wil l a lso be done based on the avai labi l i ty of the proponent

artists. The same artist can apply for both residencies, but can only

be selected once. The first residence wil l take place from 2 to 29 May

2022 and the second residence from 3 to 30 January 2023.

How can the application be submitted?

The proposals should be submitted by a specif ic appl ication form

available on MALACATE website (www.malacate.pt).

What is the deadline for application?

Applications can be submitted from 6 November unti l 19 December

2021. Any applications received after the deadline wil l not be

evaluated.

When will the selected artists be announced?

MALACATE artistic direction wil l select the artists to invite for the

residence programme in a maximum of 30 days after the submission

deadline. After the selection al l the applicant artists wil l be informed

and the invited artists wil l have 5 days to confirm their partic ipation

and sign a commitment agreement with the promoter. If any selected

artists don't make a final confirmation on the defined schedule, the

promoter reserves the right to invite another artist.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSehNWulj5Q2_2WjzlSg13uxal1ixR61A7IiH_qBwQLVjgajcw/viewform
http://www.malacate.pt/


Through the Agreement on the European Economic Area (EEA), Iceland, Liechtenstein and

Norway are partners in the internal market with the Member States of the European Union.

In order to promote a continuous and balanced strengthening of economic and trade

relations, the parties to the EEA Agreement have established a multi-annual Financial

Mechanism, known as EEA Grants.

The EEA Grants aim to reduce social and economic disparities in Europe and to strengthen

bilateral relations between these three countries and the beneficiary countries.

For the period 2014-2021, a total contribution of €2.8 billion has been agreed for 15

beneficiary countries. Portugal will benefit from an amount of 102.7 million euros. Learn

more at eeagrants.gov.pt.
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